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INTRODUCTIUN

Apropos of the recent announcement by tha Oepartment of
Defense of a program on '"Militaxt Liberty, " the Cffice of Training
can repert that it initisted a program of training on the prisciplegs
of desmocracy two years age and has steadily developed it since
that time. This week, the Cffice reports that it has been pre-
paring a trainiag program to introduce the new Fitness Report
in January.

USE OF THE AMERICAN THESIS IN OTR TRAINING

1. The Department of Defense rscently annouaced a program,
inftiated 18 months age, that shall "set forth basic principles of a
free society which can be readily explained and anderstocd by peo-
ples anywhere in the werld. ™

2. Two years age in August 1953, the fagulty of the Basic
Grientation course, Office of Traiaing, discovered that its students
knsw so little of the history of the Usited States and its basic decu-
maents that they could not present cogest srguments against the
Communist dialectic., At that time, the faculty established a short
seminar providing for groep discussions on "Demecracy and the
American way of Life.” Teo support the seminar, later leagthened
from three to eight hours, the faculty assembled a bibliography on
the subject and a serios of historical selecticas--The Amarican
Thesis. They also produced a training fim, "Coaversation in
Delhi, * a discussion betwasa a high-caste Hinds and an American
on democracy vs. csmmunism. When the author of ths Department
of Defense hegan his work oa his thesis, he consuited with members
of the Office of Training and snamined what they had accomplished.
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SUBJECT: weekly Smsunary Report
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3, This seminar on democratic priaciplies has recaived

enthusisatic acceptance, sad the twe decumcenta, the bibliegrapby
and the selsctions, have had wids distribgion throagh class mem.
bers. Recsatly, reguesis have casue In froes the Far KEamt for

overseas copies of both, The Ciflcs of Trainkng is preparing
small offyot-printed manuals for ready transmission and con.

venlent sae.

For the past sevaral months, the Asssssmaent and Evaluaticn
Staff of the Cffice of Tratning has been working in co ardination

with the Office of Parsonnel en a revised Fitness Report form
that would support all aspects of the Career Sarvice Program

and provide the superviser with an sffective svaluation procedurs.
The Career Coamcil has approved the Finess Report for introduc-

tiom ea 1 January 1936 and directed that & trailning program be

planned in preparstion for its use. The training program, prepared
by the CGffice of Tralning for presestation to the Career Ceuncil on
15 December, includes a brisfing for sesior officers throughout the
Agancy on the form and Rts philosophy, and iadectrination for su-

parvisors on the procedures of use,
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